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At a time when oovemmént re-.
crmers- are trying to:take the poli-
cs out of just aboutieverything, it :

s interesting that President Ford

as succeeded in putme' a polm- ;
jan in charge of the CIA-; ST

‘Before confummc Bush&the Sen-
.e‘explored at len°th the dangers
f injecting politics into. the most
ensitive agency of - the - govem-
ent, as it should have. The ap-
ointment surely holds an element
f risk.

But maybe it's
hances with a politician: for a
hangz. At least Bush, former con-
cessman and one-time - chairman
f the Republican National Com-

m' ttee isa ﬂea‘x and blood person

"And ‘as an old vote-seeker, he may

even have-a feeling for what this

“7.country is ail about and how- the

people would like it run.~ - © o7

"4 A politician — -almost. any polm-
“"cian — is the-antithesis of those
steely-eyed, - trench-coated techni-.
“‘cians-who have been giving the
.agefcy — and this country - such

a..bad -name. around the world.

Maybe the FBI would benefit from
i B similar change in leadership. -
txme to take our -
- more eificiently if you g
. tics out of them, but just because

. Everyone knows that tnings run
=t the poli-

everyone knows:it doesn’t make it

so. We got the politics out of the
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PODt Offlce Department five years

-ago and today we are payl..a high-
er- postage for less service. One |
“reason the Postal Service is run-
. ning $920 million  in the red is' be-

“cause  the -efficient - non-political

Postal. “Rate Commission  took

'seven month: to make one decx-
- sxon 1

thle attevdmv 2 recent pro-

gram at the State. Department, I
was’ approached by a young for-
“'eign-service -officer,” more coura-

geous than .diplomatic, who de-
clared: “I hope you newspaper peo-

" ple are happy now that you'vs got:

the politicians out of the Srate De-

Tpartment.»You laughed at Soapy ..

t?aa* a chonge

Williams as assistant secretary of

state, but Williams and politician
like him could speak their mind
because they had constituencies o

- their own. Yowve left us with-3

pack of career professionals
high levels who dor’t dare qu
tion a word Heary >ays.” 1 thoug

- he had a point.

This is somathing to thmk abo

'Iocally, as well, when we weig

the increasing number of plans

get this or that funciion of loc

governmant out of politics. " .
We didn't get any miracles’ fro

. t‘xe non-2t eeted Dade County Traj

sit Autherity and we aren’t gettir
any from the non-glected Dm&
‘town De\ elopment Authority

the non-elected Water.. and Sew
Aut"lontv.. c—
" No one is suggesting a retirn
the days when the head ‘of ‘evel
faderal and local agency was a p
tronage appointee. Nor would.

‘want. “Bush. and people-like -him’

s "7“ e ._.u‘:

“run the CIA -dnd FBI the w:

Mayor Daiey runs the Chicago P
lice Department. £ 2 7823 3% g

¢ But'in our search” for efficien

‘and professionalism, we ought %
to go:overboard. In a democr
polmcs is the means by whictt p
ple influznce the direciion of ki

Sovernment. And poiiticians,. ho
ever Obtuse they may appear,’
Sometimes.- batter turned to wi
the public wants than skilled,” P
-fessional sur°auc:ats.

l', Clarka Ash- u a:.socc
gNews: oo
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